
 

 

PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

March 19, 2012 

5:30 P.M. 

 

Meeting Rooms D&E 160 South Macy Street 

City-County Government Center Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 

 

OPENING CEREMONIES 

 

 ROLL CALL: Present – Dave Erickson 

     Jordan Skiff 

     Jeffrey Quast 

     Paul Smedberg 

     Thomas Sugars 

 

    Absent – Brent Schumacher (excused) 

     Rob Vande Zande (excused) 
 

  Administrative Staff – Joellyn Dahlin, Principal Planner 
 

Chairman Smedberg declared a quorum present. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
February 13, 2012 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Skiff to approve the 

February 13, 2012 minutes of the Plan Commission as 

presented. 

Seconded by Commissioner Quast. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Aye – Erickson, Quast, Skiff,  

      Smedberg, Sugars 

    Nay – None 

Carried. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
ZONING CODE AMENDMENT 

 
Effect: Allow the keeping of chickens in residential 

neighborhoods. 

Initiator: Lori Amend, 583 Morris Street 

 

Chairman Smedberg declared the Public Hearing open.  



PLAN COMMISSION MINUTES 

March 19, 2012 

Page 2 

 

 

Appeared in Support and to Ask/Answer Questions: 

Lori Amend, 583 Morris St., Fond du Lac 

Jeannie Wachs, 583 Morris St., Fond du Lac 

Diane Beck, Leonard Dr., Fond du Lac 

Brenda Gorr, 134 S. Hickory St., Fond du Lac 

Betsy Urven, 237 E. 11th St., Fond du Lac 

Tony Vasquez, 565 Morris St., Fond du Lac 

Jim Hefter, 580 Lake St., Fond du Lac 

Amy Dehler, 472 Portage St., Fond du Lac 

 

As Interest May Appear: 

Jeffery Reese, 43 ½ W 12th St., Fond du Lac 

 

Email correspondence from Commissioner VandeZande in 

opposition to the proposed code amendment was read into 

record by Chairman Smedberg. 

 

With no further appearances, Chairman Smedberg declared the 

Public Hearing closed. 

 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

 

Commissioner Sugars voiced support for the ordinance, indicating 

that chickens are low impact in their environment and the noise 

is minimal.  

 

Commissioner Quast questioned that the proposed regulations would 

apply to all residential districts.   

 

Commissioner Skiff acknowledged the good intentions of persons 

attending the Plan Commission meeting; however, his concern is 

for persons who are not committed to following the rules. 

 

Chairman Smedberg also acknowledged the good intentions of 

persons in attendance and echoed Commissioner Skiff’s concern for 

problems caused by persons who are not committed to following the 

rules. Additionally, he is concerned that property owners with 

substandard lots would be denied a privilege given to others. Mr. 

Smedberg also commented that gaining approval for chickens from a 

neighbor is problematic because circumstances change where an 

approving neighbor would move and the presence of chickens could 

potentially affect the marketability of that person’s property.   

 

Commissioner Erickson commented that he was raised on a chicken 

farm that had 2,500 chickens and believes chickens are farm 

animals that belong on a farm outside of the city limits. Mr. 
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Erickson acknowledged that he is in opposition of the proposed 

ordinance. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Skiff to recommend the City 

Council deny the request to change zoning regulations 

to allow the keeping of chickens in residential 

neighborhoods. 

Seconded by Commissioner Erickson. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Aye – Erickson, Quast, Skiff, 

      Smedberg 

    Nay – Sugars 

Carried. 

 

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

Effect: Operate an automotive repair shop within an existing 

building. 

Location: 321 South Main Street 

Initiator: Ryan Phillips 

 

Appeared in Support and to Ask/Answer Questions: 

Ryan Phillips, N5930 CTY Road V, Fond du Lac 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Quast to recommend the City 

Council approve a Special Use Permit, subject to the 

following conditions: 

 

1. All vehicle service, repair and customizing 
activities shall be performed within the interior 

of the building. No service and/or repair 

activities shall occur outside of the building, 

regardless of duration (i.e. temporary and/or long 

term). 

 

2. The outdoor open storage of tires, automotive 
parts, junk, dismantled vehicles and/or partially 

dismantled vehicles is prohibited. The outdoor 

storage of automotive parts, and partially 

dismantled and/or dismantled vehicles shall be 

confined to an enclosed are fenced and screened 

from public view. 

 

3. Provide privacy slats for fence enclosure to 
completely screen the storage area from view of 

the public right-of-way and adjacent properties. 
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4. Vehicles awaiting repair and/or vehicles offered 
for sale shall be parked in an orderly manner on 

the site. 

 

5. The sale of automobiles shall be in compliance 
with State of Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation requirements. 

 

6. Signs (wall signs, banners, etc.) are allowed upon 
issuance of a permit from the Building Inspector. 

Signs shall comply with zoning regulations for 

size, location, materials and installation. 

Banners are allowed quarterly for a 15-day period; 

permit required. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Sugars. 

ROLL CALL VOTES: Aye – Erickson, Quast, Skiff,  

       Smedberg, Sugars 

     Nay – None 

Carried. 

 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

 
Effect: Install single panel digital billboard sign.  

Location: 927 South Main Street 

Initiator: NextMedia Outdoor Inc. 

 

Appeared in Support and to Ask/Answer Questions: 

Don Snyder, NextMedia Outdoor, 1800 Scheuring Road, DePere 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Erickson to recommend the 

City Council approve a Special Use Permit, subject to 

the following conditions: 

 

1. Removal of the two existing single panel static 
billboards located on the property is required in 

mitigation of the single-panel digital billboard. 

 

2. The sign owner shall maintain contact information 
with the Department of Public Works to provide 24-

7 (twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week) 

access to a person(s) that is/are available to 

respond to a hazardous sign situation. If a sign 

hazard can be effectively resolved by adjusting 

the brightness, length of display, or other such 

performance issue, this may be allowed as the 

appropriate course of action. 
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Seconded by Commissioner Sugars. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Aye – Erickson, Quast, Skiff,  

       Smedberg, Sugars 

     Nay – None 

Carried. 

 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

 

Effect: Install digital plus static panel billboard sign. 

Location: South Main Street (FDL-15-17-22-42-251) 

Initiator: NextMedia Outdoor, Inc. 

 

Appeared in Support and to Ask/Answer Questions: 

Don Snyder, NextMedia, 1800 Scheuring Road, DePere 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Skiff to recommend the City 

Council approve a Special Use Permit, subject to the 

following conditions: 

 

1. Four existing billboards must be removed in 
mitigation of the digital/static panel billboard. 

The mitigation shall include the removal of two 

existing on-site billboards and two additional 

billboards in a location approved by the 

Community Development Department. 

 

2. The sign owner shall maintain contact information 
with the Department of Public Works to provide 

24-7 (twenty-four hours per day, seven days per 

week) access to a person(s) that is/are available 

to respond to a hazardous sign situation. If a 

sign hazard can be effectively resolved by 

adjusting the brightness, length of display, or 

other such performance issue, this may be allowed 

as the appropriate course of action. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Quast. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Aye – Erickson, Quast, Skiff, 

      Smedberg, Sugars 

    Nay – None 

Carried. 

 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT 

 

Effect: Install two panel digital billboard sign.  

Location: 244 West Scott Street (FDL-15-17-10-21-052) 

Initiator: NextMedia Outdoor, Inc. 
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Appeared in Support and to Ask/Answer Questions: 

Don Snyder, NextMedia, 1800 Scheuring Road, DePere 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Quast to recommend the City 

Council approve a Special Use Permit, subject to the 

following conditions: 

 

1. Four existing billboard signs shall be removed in 
mitigation of the two-panel digital billboard. The 

mitigation shall include the removal of three on-

site billboards and one additional off-site 

billboard in a location approved by the Community 

Development Department. 

 

2. The mitigation plan shall target a billboard site 
located on Fond du Lac Avenue at 6th Street (FDL 

15-17-14-24-838) to remove two signs. 

Implementation of the mitigation plan will result 

in one mitigation credit for future use. 

 

3. The sign owner shall maintain contact information 
with the Department of Public Works to provide 24-

7 (twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week) 

access to a person(s) that is/are available to 

respond to a hazardous sign situation. If a sign 

hazard can be effectively resolved by adjusting 

the brightness, length of display, or other such 

performance issue, this may be allowed as the 

appropriate course of action. 

 

Seconded by Commissioner Sugars. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Aye – Erickson, Quast, Skiff, 

      Smedberg, Sugars, 

    Nay – None 

Carried. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Erickson to adjourn. 

Seconded by Commissioner Skiff. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Aye – Erickson, Quast, Skiff, 

      Smedberg, Sugars 

    Nay – None 

Carried. 
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Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

 

     SUE L. STRANDS 

     CITY CLERK 

 

SS/maa 

 


